[The cholesterol esterase activity of the blood monocytes and alveolar macrophages in patients with chronic bronchitis].
The activity of cholesterol esterase (CE) in blood monocytes and alveolar macrophages (AMF) of bronchoalveolar fluid (BAF) according to Brecher et al., cell composition of endobronchial cytogram were investigated in 32 patients with chronic bronchitis (CB) and control subjects. In CB sufferers CE activity in AMF was inhibited, while in monocytes it was elevated reaching maximal values in purulent bronchopulmonary CB. Determination of CE activity in AMF and peripheral blood monocytes in CB may serve an additional diagnostic indicator of impaired lipid metabolism and suggests new approaches to investigation of CB pathogenesis.